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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION 
Chr is E i s e l e 
I l l i n o i s S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
The f o l l o w i n g papers were g i v e n a t t h e 1985 John Dewey S o c i e t y Mee t i ng i n 
Denver . S ince t h e i r appearance was d e l a y e d f o r a y e a r by t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t n e 
John Dewey S o c i e t y l e c t u r e i n l a s t y e a r ' s C u r r e n t I s s u e s , I am go ing t o b e g i n by 
e x p r e s s i n g our a p p r e c i a t i o n t o t h e a u t h o r s f o r t h e i r work and f o r a l l o w i n g t h e 
S o c i e t y t o d e l a y i n p r i n t i n g i t . Thanks t o e d u c a t i o n a l h i s t o r i a n s C h r i s t i n e 
Shay o f West V i r g i n i a U n i v e r s i t y and Jonn Rury o f Oh io S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y f o r 
i n t r o d u c i n g us t o some i n t e r e s t i n g i s s u e s i n e d u c a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
John Dewey and t h e H i s t o r y o f E d u c a t i o n 
John Dewey advocated t h e s t u d y o f e d u c a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , s a y i n g i n "Pedagogy 
as a U n i v e r s i t y D i s c i p l i n e , " one o f h i s e a r l y essays a t C h i c a g o , " H i s t o r i c a l l y , 
we must know how e v e r y p e o p l e t h a t had made a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o c i v i l i z a t i o n has 
a d m i n i s t e r e d i t s e d u c a t i o n a l f o r c e s , . . . " Dewey m a n i f e s t e d t h i s b e l i e f by 
o v e r s e e i n g t h e o f f e r i n g o f t w e n t y d i f f e r e n t cou rses i n t h e h i s t o r y o f e d u c a t i o n 
d u r i n g h i s t e n u r e a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y . As suggested i n t n e p r e v i o u s q u o t a t i o n , 
Dewey u n d e r s t o o d t h e h i s t o r y o f e d u c a t i o n t o be much more t h a n a h i s t o r y o f 
s c h o o l i n g . P r e d a t i n g h i s t o r i a n Be rna rd B a i l y n ' s 1960 semina l d e f i n i t i o n o f 
e d u c a t i o n , "The e n t i r e p r o c e s s by wh ich a c u l t u r e t r a n s m i t s i t s e l f ac ross t h e 
g e n e r a t i o n s , " Dewey, i n 1907 , s a i d , "The h i s t o r y o f e d u c a t i o n i s t h e h i s t o r y o f 
t h e s o c i a l mechanisms by wh i ch t h e immature have been b red t r u e t o s o c i a l 
t y p e . . . . " ( f r o m " E d u c a t i o n as a U n i v e r s i t y S t u d y " ) . The essays wh ich f o l l o w 
a re w r i t t e n i n t h e new and Deweyian t r a d i t i o n o f t h e h i s t o r y o f e d u c a t i o n , a 
d i a l e c t i c a l sense o f t h e i n t e r a c t i o n o f schoo l and s o c i e t y . 
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P r o d u c t and Process i n E d u c a t i o n a l H i s t o r y 
Q u a n t i t a t i v e h i s t o r y i s an oxymoron t o some, a m y s t e r y t o o t h e r s , t h e wave 
o f t n e f u t u r e o f t h e p a s t , o r j u s t ano the r p s e u d o - s o c i a l s c i e n c e . Pe rhaps , good 
Deweyians shou ld r e c o g n i z e q u a n t i t a t i v e h i s t o r y as one more way o f s o l v i n g 
p rob lems w i t h , as i s t r u e o f a l l p rob lem s o l v i n g t e c h n i q u e s , p o t e n t i a l s t r e n g t h s 
and weaknesses. John R u r y ' s essay i s an example o f q u a n t i t a t i v e h i s t o r y a p p l i e d 
t o t h e k i n d o f q u e s t i o n s Dewey t h o u g h t a p p r o p r i a t e f o r e d u c a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , 
i . e . , "How was t h e g row th o f f e m a l e l a b o r f o r c e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h i s p e r i o d 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h women's e d u c a t i o n ? " Rury shows us how t o answer t h e q u e s t i o n 
w i t h words and numbers. Or does he? C h r i s Shay d o e s n ' t t h i n k so. She t e l l s us 
why w i t h words and words about numbers. 
T h i s essay and response a re i m p o r t a n t f o r two r e a s o n s . As h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o d u c t , " E d u c a t i o n and I n d u s t r y : Women, S c h o o l i n g and Labor Force P a r t i c i p a -
t i o n ; 1900-1920" may h e l p us unde rs tand t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between s c h o o l i n g and 
work i n an e r a , o t h e r t h a n our own, o f t h e r a p i d l y expand ing w o r k p l a c e f o r 
women. As h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s , b o t h essays p r o v i d e i n s i g h t i n t o how we come t o 
know, h i s t o r i c a l l y . 
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